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THE GOOD TURN

BY DERVLA MCTIERNAN

When police officer Peter Fisher is called to the scene
of a supposed prank call, irritation turns to fear when #1 BESTSELLING AUTHOR

he realises that there is no joke. A young boy says he
witnessed a little girl being bundled into the boot of a
car, and Peter believes him.

DI Cormac Reilly and Peter search for answers, but
obstacles are put in their way by their own superior
officers. Frustrated and severely short-staffed, Peter
and Cormac are pushed to breaking point, resulting
in a fatal mistake.

Cormac is suspended from duty and Peter is
banished to a tiny town on the west coast of Ireland,
where he’s tasked with doing the paperwork in a
murder investigation that’s supposed to have been
resolved. But something isn’'t adding up, including the
mysterious appearance of a young woman and her
nine-year-old daughter, who hasn’t spoken a word in
months ...

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Number one internationally bestselling author
Dervla McTiernan is the critically acclaimed and
award-winning author of six novels, including the
much-loved Cormac Reilly series and two number 1
bestselling standalone thrillers, The Murder Rule and
What Happened to Nina?, both New York Times Best
Thrillers of the Year. Dervla is also the author of four
novellas, and her audio novellg, The Sisters, was a
four-week number one bestseller in the United
States. Before turning her hand to writing, Dervia
spent twelve years working as a lawyer in her home
country of Ireland. Following the global financial
crisis, she relocated to Western Australia where she
now lives with her husband, two children and too
many pets.




DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. The title of the book is "The Good Turn’. Many characters perform
actions they believe are good or helpful, such as Des Fisher helping Anna
and Tilly find a place to stay, or Peter Fisher's decision to shoot Jason
Kelly. Discuss instances where "good turns” have ambiguous motives or
lead to unforeseen, and sometimes negative, consequences. What does
the book ultimately suggest about the definition and impact of such
actions?

2.  The narrative highlights a stark contrast between Cormac Reilly's
principled, rule-following approach to policing and the widespread
corruption and “grey areas” practiced by figures like Brian and Trevor
Murphy, Anthony Healy, and even Peter's father, Des. How do these
different philosophies impact the characters and the communities they
serve, and what does the book suggest about the possibility of achieving
true justice within a compromised system?

3. Tilly's selective mutism is a direct result of witnessing a murder.
Discuss how the book explores the multifaceted impact of trauma on
children and adults, including Anna's fear of police and her past, and
how characters cope or fail to cope with their experiences. How do
characters attempt to find “fresh starts” after profound trauma?

4. Cormac's unwavering commitment to his job and integrity
ultimately strains his relationship with Emma, leading to their separation.
What does their storyline convey about the personal costs of a career in
law enforcement, particularly when one strives for honesty in a corrupt
environment?

5. The media’s quick and one-sided reporting on the Jason Kelly
shooting profoundly affects Peter Fisher's reputation and career. How
does the book illustrate the power of media narratives in shaping public
perception and influencing the course of official investigations,
especially when information is withheld or manipulated?

6. The novel shifts between the broader issues of police corruption in
Dublin and Galway, and the seemingly smaller-scale, more personal
crimes and moral dilemmas in the isolated village of Roundstone. What
does Peter's investigation into the Lynch murders in Roundstone reveal
about "local justice” and how it operates differently from justice in a
larger city?

7. By the end of the book, both Cormac and Peter face significant
career changes and uncertain futures. How do their experiences force
them to redefine what success means, both professionally and
personally? What are your thoughts on their choices for moving forward,
and do you believe they will find happiness in their new directions?




PRAISE FOR THE GOOD TURN

'With her third novel Dervla McTiernan confirms she's a born
storyteller’
Val McDermid

'Intelligent and fast-paced ... We can't wait [for the next case]'
Wall Street Journal

‘A truly fine police procedural that should see the author
rocket from star to superstar
Irish Independent

PRAISE FOR CORMAC REILLY

‘Cormac Reilly is one of the best fictional detectives in books
today and the morally complex situations in which he finds
himself just keep getting juicier and juicier.’

Readings

“Cormalc Reilly in particular is a brilliant character —
understated, careful, humane, and clever.’
" Australian Book Review

"Cormac Reilly [is] a cop to follow to hell and back. Fans of
lan Rankin and Tana French will feel right at home.’
Bookseller + Publisher

‘Cormac Reilly [is] a refreshingly high functioning, all round
decent bloke, the type who rarely gets a look in in crime
fiction.

Queensland Times




