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THE MURDER RULE
BY DERVLA MCTIERNAN

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Number one internationally bestselling author
Dervla McTiernan is the critically acclaimed and

award-winning author of six novels, including the
much-loved Cormac Reilly series and two number 1
bestselling standalone thrillers, The Murder Rule and
What Happened to Nina?, both New York Times Best
Thrillers of the Year. Dervla is also the author of four

novellas, and her audio novella, The Sisters, was a
four-week number one bestseller in the United

States. Before turning her hand to writing, Dervla
spent twelve years working as a lawyer in her home

country of Ireland. Following the global financial
crisis, she relocated to Western Australia where she

now lives with her husband, two children and too
many pets.

Third-year law student Hannah Rokeby looks like
the perfect recruit for the University of Virginia’s
Innocence Project—bright, relentless, idealistic. But
Hannah has come south with a secret brief: keep
death-row inmate Michael Dandridge right where
he is. 

Armed with charm and a razor-sharp mind, she
embeds herself in the legal team while quietly
pulling every thread that might unravel the appeal.
Yet the deeper she digs, the more the case—and
her own past—start to look nothing like she was
told. 

When the truth threatens to detonate the life she’s
built on lies, Hannah must decide which rules to
break, and who will pay the price.



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.      Hannah employs deception, manipulation, and even illegal acts
like hacking and breaking and entering to achieve her goals. Do her
motivations — initially a personal vendetta for her mother and later a
pursuit of actual justice — justify these morally ambiguous actions?
Where do you draw the line between effective advocacy and unethical
conduct?

2.      Laura constructs an elaborate, life-long lie for Hannah, framing
Michael Dandridge as her father’s murderer and her rapist. What do
you believe were Laura’s true motivations for maintaining this
narrative? How does this revelation impact your understanding of her
character, especially considering her own experiences with Michael
and Tom Spencer?

3.      Robert Parekh and Marianne Stephenson acknowledge that while
idealism is present among students, success at the Project also
requires ‘hard work and the occasional dirty trick.’ How does the novel
depict the tension between the Project’s noble mission of freeing the
wrongfully convicted and the pragmatic, sometimes cynical
approaches taken to achieve these results?

4.      Sheriff Jerome Pierce manipulates evidence, coerces testimony,
and abuses his authority for personal gain and to cover up his brother
-in-law’s crimes. How does his character illustrate the dangers of
unchecked power within a small community, and what are the ripple
effects of his corruption on individuals like Sam Fitzhugh and Neil
Prosper?

5.      The scar on Michael Dandridge’s hand, mentioned in Laura’s diary,
becomes a critical turning point for Hannah. How does this seemingly
minor detail unravel Hannah’s world, forcing her to confront
uncomfortable truths and question deeply held beliefs about her path
and the Dandridge case?

6.      Many characters’ accounts of the past are revealed to be
incomplete, biased or outright fabricated. How does the novel explore
the idea that ‘truth’ can be subjective and shaped by personal
narratives, self-interest, or traumatic experiences, rather than by
objective reality?

7.      At the novel’s conclusion, Hannah explicitly rejects Laura’s
attempts to manipulate her and commits to the Innocence Project.
What does this final decision signify about her personal growth, her
understanding of justice and her future path, especially consider she
also reveals her own illegal actions to Parekh?



PRAISE FOR THE MURDER RULE

'Gripping and full of tension, with twist after unexpected twist. You
won't just read The Murder Rule, you'll devour it.' 
Karin Slaughter, NYT bestselling author of Pieces of Her

'Complex, unsettling and relentless, with a female protagonist on
a journey of self-discovery that will culminate in a riveting final
act, The Murder Rule is a great read' 
Sydney Morning Herald

'Tense and fascinating, dripping with the sort of suspense and
intrigue we've come to depend on from Dervla McTiernan' 
Christian White

'Diabolically clever, highly compelling and deeply moving' 
Don Winslow, NYT bestselling author of City on Fire

'Dervla McTiernan somehow makes the crime writing caper look
effortless (spoiler: it isn't). This one's a headlong rush.' 
Jock Serong

'An extremely smart, thoroughly addictive, super twisty legal
thriller that strikes the perfect balance between high-stakes
action and real emotional depth. An absolute must-read, I
guarantee you won't be able to put it down.' 
Anna Downes, author of The Safe Place

'Clever and compelling, Dervla McTiernan has seamlessly
switched from fast-paced police procedural to original and
suspenseful legal drama without missing a beat.' 
Sarah Bailey, author of The Housemate

'Extraordinary. Haunting. An incredible thriller. I could not put this
book down. Dervla McTiernan is a gifted writer with a very special
way of telling a story. This is a heart stopping rollercoaster of a
tale.' 
Adrian McKinty, NYT bestselling author of The Chain


