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THE RUIN
BY DERVLA MCTIERNAN

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Number one internationally bestselling author
Dervla McTiernan is the critically acclaimed and

award-winning author of six novels, including the
much-loved Cormac Reilly series and two number 1
bestselling standalone thrillers, The Murder Rule and
What Happened to Nina?, both New York Times Best
Thrillers of the Year. Dervla is also the author of four

novellas, and her audio novella, The Sisters, was a
four-week number one bestseller in the United

States. Before turning her hand to writing, Dervla
spent twelve years working as a lawyer in her home

country of Ireland. Following the global financial
crisis, she relocated to Western Australia where she

now lives with her husband, two children and too
many pets.

Galway 1993: Young Garda Cormac Reilly is called to a
scene he will never forget. Two silent, neglected
children - fifteen-year-old Maude and five-year-old
Jack - are waiting for him at a crumbling country
house. Their mother lies dead upstairs.

Twenty years later, a body surfaces in the icy black
waters of the River Corrib. At first it looks like an open-
and-shut case, but then doubt is cast on the
investigation's findings - and the integrity of the police.
Cormac is thrown back into the cold case that has
haunted him his entire career - what links the two
deaths, two decades apart? As he navigates his way
through police politics and the ghosts of the past,
Detective Reilly uncovers shocking secrets and finds
himself questioning who among his colleagues he can
trust.

The Ruin draws us deep into the dark heart of Ireland
and asks who will protect you when the authorities can't
- or won't.



1.    Maude takes extreme measures to protect her younger brother
Jack, ultimately orchestrating her mother’s death. How do you view her
actions? Was she justified in causing her mother’s death to remove
Jack from an abusive and neglectful environment, or did she cross an
unforgivable line?

2.      The novel highlights systemic failures within both the Garda
Síochána and social services, spanning from 1993 to 2013. Discuss the
profound and lasting impact of these institutional shortcomings on the
lives of characters such as Maude, Jack, Lorna and Hannah.  

3.      Danny McIntyre’s character arc involves a disturbing escalation of
actions, from setting up a drug dealer as an act of revenge to
murdering his own sister, Lorna, and then Jack Blake. What factors in
his background (such as his difficult childhood in an orphanage and
with his adoptive parents, and his sister’s rape) might explain his
behaviour? To what extent, if any, do these factors mitigate his
culpability?

4.      Aisling initially accepts the police’s determination that Jack’s
death was a suicide but is later driven to investigate further by Maude’s
persistent questions and evidence. Can you trace Aisling’s emotional
and investigative transformation? How does her unexpected
pregnancy further complicate her grief and influence her decisions
throughout the story?

5.      Detective Sergeant Cormac Reilly is frequently caught between
following strict police protocol and pursuing what he believes is true
justice. Examples include his early career observations, the internal
politics of the Galway police station, and his struggle with Danny
McIntyre’s corruption. How does Cormac navigate these complex
ethical dilemmas, and what do his choices reveal about his character
and dedication to his profession?

6.      The novel features characters driven by different motivations
related to perceived wrongs. Danny seeks revenge for his sister Lorna’s
rape, while Maude’s actions in 1993 are born from a fierce desire to
protect Jack from abuse. How does the novel explore the complex and
often blurred lines between acts of justice, personal revenge and
desperate protection?

7.      In her ‘Author’s Note,’ Dervla McTiernan confesses to using Google
Timeline as a plot device for Aisling to trace Jack’s movements, despite
the fact that this technology was not available in 2013. How does this
deliberate ‘cheat’ affect your reading experience, your perception of
the novel’s authenticity, or your trust in the author?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS



PRAISE FOR THE RUIN

'The Ruin is spectacularly good. So CONFIDENT ... excellently
written and, at times, heartachingly sad' 
Marian Keyes

'Corruption, clandestine cover-ups and criminal conspiracy ...
as moving as it is fast-paced' 
Val McDermid

'Dervla McTiernan's first novel outclasses some of the genre's
stalwarts making her a crime writer to watch ... fans of Ian
Rankin and Tana French will feel right at home' 
Books & Publishing (4.5 stars)

‘The Ruin is the kind of book that you will inevitably find
yourself recommending to every person you know. It’s
blisteringly good.’
Readings

‘Dark and compelling, with the satisfaction of a police
procedural and the atmosphere of a gothic mystery. I was
gripped.’
Flynn Berry

‘A searing debut ... intricate, unsettling noir.’
Lit Hub.

‘A terrific debut and a rare gem: a compelling crime thriller
that delivers depth as well as twists.’
Sara Foster. 


