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THE UNQUIET GRAVE
BY DERVLA MCTIERNAN

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Number one internationally bestselling author
Dervla McTiernan is the critically acclaimed and

award-winning author of six novels, including the
much-loved Cormac Reilly series and two number 1
bestselling standalone thrillers, The Murder Rule and
What Happened to Nina?, both New York Times Best
Thrillers of the Year. Dervla is also the author of four

novellas, and her audio novella, The Sisters, was a
four-week number one bestseller in the United

States. Before turning her hand to writing, Dervla
spent twelve years working as a lawyer in her home

country of Ireland. Following the global financial
crisis, she relocated to Western Australia where she

now lives with her husband, two children and too
many pets.

For years the boglands of Northern Europe have given up
bodies that are thousands of years old, uncannily preserved.
Bodies with strange injuries that suggest ritual torture and
human sacrifice.

When a corpse is found in a bog in Galway, Cormac Reilly
assumes the find is historical. But closer examination reveals
that the dead man is Thaddeus Grey, a local secondary
school principal who disappeared two years prior.

At first, progress on the case is frustratingly slow and
Cormac struggles to keep his mind on the job. His ex-
girlfriend, Emma Sweeney, is in trouble - her new husband
has gone missing in Paris, and the French police are refusing
to open an investigation into his disappearance.

Cormac is sure that he has found Grey's killer, and is within
hours of an arrest, when another mutilated body is
discovered on the other side of the country. Two days later,
a third body is found. Press attention is intense. Can Cormac
find the murderer before they strike again?



1.   The murder of Thaddeus Grey involves specific mutilations which are
noted to mimic ancient bog body rituals. How do you think these unusual
details serve the narrative, and what might they suggest about the killer's
motives or psychological state?

2.    Cecelia MacNair actively hides her relationship with Thaddeus Grey
and protects her brother, Paddy, after Grey's murder, even impersonating
Paddy and faking his overseas travel. Given her sacrifices for her family
and the circumstances surrounding Grey's death, do you view her as a
"good person" doing a "very bad thing", or is her character and culpability
more nuanced?

3.      Peter decides to leave the Gardaí for a new life in Australia with
Olivia, motivated by a desire for "adventures" and a better life. Before his
departure, he deliberately deletes the recording of Cecelia's confession
and tells her the police won't prosecute her. Do you agree with Peter's
actions, and what does this reveal about his personal ethics versus his
duty as a police officer?

4.      Cormac is offered a promotion to head the Complaints unit, a role
focused on investigating other gardaí. This position presents a significant
shift from his field work and comes with personal complications,
including his past experiences with corruption and his strained
relationships within the force. What internal and external factors do you
think ultimately drive his decision to accept this role?

5.      Carl Rigney, an intelligent software expert, masterminds a
sophisticated lottery fraud, manipulating David Scully into becoming his
partner. Discuss the dynamic between Carl and David. Who do you
consider more culpable for the ensuing murders of Ronan Campbell and
Carl Rigney himself, and how does their partnership highlight the
corrupting influence of greed?

6.       Cormac mentally categorises missing people as "innocents,
runaways and criminals". How do the various disappearances and
murders in the novel (Thaddeus Grey, Carl Rigney, Ronan Campbell,
Paddy MacNair, Finn O'Ceallaigh) fit into or challenge Cormac's initial
categorisations, and what does this tell us about the complexities of
human motivation and fate?

7.    Many characters, including Cecelia, Paddy, Carl, David, and even
Cormac and Peter, keep secrets or operate under a veil of deception.
How do these acts of concealment, driven by motives ranging from love
and loyalty to greed and fear, shape the narrative, and what are the
ultimate costs of these secrets for the characters involved?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS



PRAISE FOR THE UNQUIET GRAVE 

‘McTiernan is a bestselling crime writer for good reason, and this is
another brisk, moody police procedural with an effortless command
of pace and suspense’ 
Sydney Morning Herald

‘This is a clever and complex police procedural mystery with many
intertwining threads, and I do sincerely hope to see Cormac again.’
Good Reading

‘The Unquiet Grave is an intriguing novel, complex, multi-layered,
exploring the bullying behaviour of a number of self-obsessed,
sociopathic men.’ 
Canberra City News

PRAISE FOR CORMAC REILLY 

'Cormac Reilly is one of the best fictional detectives in books today
and the morally complex situations in which he finds himself just
keep getting juicier and juicier.’
Readings

'’Cormac Reilly in particular is a brilliant character — understated,
careful, humane, and clever.’
'Australian Book Review

'’Cormac Reilly [is] a cop to follow to hell and back. Fans of Ian
Rankin and Tana French will feel right at home.’
Bookseller + Publisher 

‘Cormac Reilly [is] a refreshingly high functioning, all round decent
bloke, the type who rarely gets a look in in crime fiction.’
Queensland Times


